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Tho’ thus confin’d, my agile thoughts may fly 


Through all the regions of variety. 
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AMELIA SELDON.—A Tale. 
( Concluded.) 
MR. SELDON now returned with 


his daughter, under the influence of a 
pleasure to which he had long been a 
stranger ; and Amelia, on their arrival, 
fell prostrate at the feet of her mother, 
and implored her to accept the utmost 
contrition and sorrow as an atonement 
for the anxiety which a departure from 
her duty must have given to the most 
indulgent of parents. Acknowledg- 
ment of error, however reprehensible 





that error may have been, will over- 


Harry, though lost to his parents, 


was not lost to the world: inheriting a | 


spirit of undaunted bravery, he excited 
his captive companions to resistance, 
retook the prize, and carried her into 
the first convenient port in the West 
Indies ; where his gallantry soon reach- 
ing the commander in chief, he was 
promoted to a lieutenancy. In this sta- 
tion he eminently distinguished himself 
till he received a slight wound, and 
was permitted to visit England. As 
soon as he arrived, he flew on the 
wings of expectation to his astonished 
parents, who were incapable of expres- 


come and disarm an insulted superior ; || sing their unbounded gratitude to the 


while a perseverance in folly can only | 
serve to strengthen the resentments 
which its enormity demands. If any 
thing could disturb the renewed joy 
which re-animated the heart of Mrs. 
Seldon, it was the recollection of her 
lamented Harry, whose features strong- 
ly presented themselves in the person 
of Amelia, who began now to assume! 
that cheerfulness which had long been | 
obscured by a succession of gloomy 
clouds, uniting their efforts to shade 
the bright luminary they encircled, as’ 
envious of its unquestionable pre-em: 

nence. Amelia related to her 
rents every circumstance respecting her 
marriage, together with the depar‘vre 
of her husband, whose misfortunes sne 
regretted, and whose fate she depior- 
ed; in a few weeks her felicity was ex- 
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tended, in beholding herself the mo i 
| ther and guardian of a lovely son. 


» 


Supreme Disposer of events for the 


preservation of a son whom they had 
long considered as dead, none of his 
letters having.ever reached them. The 
worthiest of parents, thus blessed in 
the restoration of their beloved chil- 
dren, *€-assumed their wonted cheer- 
fulness. ‘The manly, noble, yet re- 
spectful deportment of their Harry, in- 
itiated by precept, and matured by ex- 
perience, wholly divested of the vulgar 
and unjust characteristic of a profes- 
sion the most important to his country, 
strengthened and enriched the harmony 
of their lives: and the diffident con- 


| sciousness of betrayed virtuc, manifest- 


ed in the conduct of their Amelia, as 
sured them that her sincere contritic 
was at least pardonable, if not merit 

rious. 


Harry, being perfectly recovere 


‘ iound his propensity for actual servi 
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70 THE PARLOUR 
again revive 5 and intimated his wishes } 
in the most tender and respectful man- 
ner to his friends ; adding, that he had 
invited a young gentleman, every way 
worthy of his confidence and their es- 
teem, to partake with him in a month’s 
pleasure at their house; at the expira- 
tion of which time, they meant again 
to pursue their fortunes together in a 
bond of reciprocal friendship. But, 
what was the surprise of Amelia; what 
the astonishment of Mr. Seldon, his 
wife, and their Harry; what the joy of 
the long lost and much altered Lin- 
well, when in the friend of his adven- 
tures, he beheld the brother of his 
wife; and she, in the visitor of her 
brother, the acknowledged possessor of | 
her whole heart! The mutual congra- 
tulations which succeeded, buried the 
recollection of past misfortunes, and 
every expression was rapture and de- 
light. He recounted the events which 
introduced him to the. friendship of 
Amelia’s brother, through whose means 
he hac obtained a respectable rank in 
the service. His share of prize money 
amounted to three thousand pounds ; 
with which, and the fortune left Ame- 
lia, by the will of her uncle, they retir- 
ed to a neat little villain the neighbor- 
hood, where they live an example wor- 
thy the imitation of every virtuous and 
disinterested mind. 
ae 
A CHARACTER. 

Miss Prywell is a maiden lady, un- 
happily tormented with an_ insatiable 
thirst, to know every event which takes 
place in the parlour and kitchen of her 
neighbours. As the habitable part of 
her house unluckily does not face the 
street, sne is obliged to have recourse 
to a small closet with a single window, 
where she gratifies her favourite pas- 
sion, by watching the important occur- 
rences of the day. There she sits, in 

‘| the delightful agony of expectation, 
- observe, who goes in or out of the 
ouses within her view; and some- 
mes, by the aid of a pocket telescope, 




















COMPANION. 


vidual, amidst the company of a neigh- 
bour’s parlour. Should any domestic 
duty call her off from this laudable oc- 
cupation, Betty is immediately sum- 
moned to relieve guard, with strict jn- 
junctions to have all her eyes abut 
her, and to suffer no individual, male 
or female, to pass unobserved. Should 
a coach stop within eye-shot of Miss 
Prywell, the willing Betty, who has 
caught the inquisitive infection from 
her mistress, is instantly dispatched for 
intelligence— Here Betty, Betty, run 
over to Mr. B’s, and see who is in that 
coach, and, Betty, ask the girls in the 
kitchen, what gentleman in a blue sur- 
tout, dined there yesterday ; and Bei- 
ty, be sure and observe what they have 
for dinner to day.” Away runs Bet- 
ty, and, after due time, returns al- 


telligence, which she pours circumstan- 
tially into * the greedy ear” of her de- 
lighted mistress. Miss Prywell is as 
well, and sometimes better acquainted 
with the circumstances of her neigh- 
bours, than they themselves. She 
knows the exact cost of the furniture 
in each parlour, and every article in 
the kitchen. 


cape the vigilance of this Argus-eyed 
lady, and she can generally ascertain 
the arrangements for the dinner of the 
day, as accurately as those who pro- 
vide it. 


at the expense of so much time and 
trouble she has made herself mistress. 
But, as “ every inquisitive person 1s 


most breathless, with the important in- | 
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Even the contents of | 
your servant’s market basket cannot es- | 


Miss Prywell delights in re-| 
porting the important facts, of which,| 





malicious,” she always adorns her nar- | 
rative with some poetical embellish: | 
ment, not strictly conformable with the, 
truth of authentic history. 
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TO THE LADIES. 
Maxims for promoting Matrimonial Happiness. 


The likeliest way, either to obtain a) 
good husband, or te keep one so, is to) 
rw good yourself. 


Avoid, both before and aftér mar! 








fortunate enuuph to identify an indi- 


riage, all thoughts of managing you, 
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o obtain 2) 
> ‘sO, 1s wo) 
; 
after mar: 


ring yo 


; 


| 


husband. Never endeavour to deceive 
or impose On his underst 
g) Ve 


anding, nor 
him uneasiness (as some very 
foolishly do) to try his temper ; but | 
treat him always before- hand, with sin- 
cerity, and afterwards, with affection 
and respect. 

Resolve, every morning, to be cheer- 
ful and good natured that day ; and, if 


any seusiiens should | happen to hengh 


hat resolution, suffer it not to put you 


out of temper with every thing be sides; 
and especially with your husband.— 


Be assured, a woman’s power, as well 


as happiness, has no other foundation 


but her husband’s esteem and love; 
which, consequently, it is her undoubt- 
ed interest, by all means possible, to 
reserve and increase. Do you, there- 
ore, study his temper, and command 
your own; enjoy his satisfaction with 
him ; share and soothe his cares ; and, 
with the utmost diligence conceal his 
infirmities. La istly, read frequently, 
with due attention, the matrimonial 
service, and take especial care, in so 
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doing, not to overlook the word OBEY. | 


‘italien 

The most detestable being in crea~ 
tion is he, who lives only for himself; 
who borrows, but never pays; who is 
willing to receive every thing, and give 
nothing ; wo is pleased only at his 
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ble point of Hiatt ; it begets confidence | 
among friends ; disarms an enemy of |} 
anger, and warms the heart of coldness 
and indifference; itis a fountain of life 
to the breast where it dwells, vad 
diffuses sympany and joy over tf 
various departments of social liie. 


ere 


Yhe following Essay, though addressed to » 
ancestors of near three generations back, 
net be found unworthy of the attention of pe 
retailers of wit of the present day | 


Jt is not good for man to be toe fart in bis) / 
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fl je sis. Bitterness is for serious potions; not for 
j he aith’s merriment, or the jollities of a mirthful 
feast. An offensive man is the devil’s b llows, 
| wherew ith he blows up contentions and jars. In 
wit, I find nothing more gallmg than an offen- 
sive truth; for thereby we run intotwo great er- 
rors ; one is, we chide that, ina loose laughter, 
| which should be grave, and savour both of love 
land pity; the other is, we descend to personal- 
| ity, and by that means draw the whole compa- 
iny to witness the disgrace of him at whose ex- 
pense the joke is. The soldier is not noble whe 
makes sport with the wounds of his companions, 
it is notless improper than unsafe, to fing about 
at random this wormwood of the brain, our wit; 
for some noses are too tender to endure the smell 
of it: and though there may be many, who, like 
tiled houses, can admit a falling spark without 
injury; yet, some again are covered with such 
light, dry straw, that, with the least touch they 
will kindle, aud flame about your ears; and 
when the house is on fire, it is unavailing, to won- 
der from how small a matter . Anger 
is but a step from rage; and rage is a wild fire, 
which is not to be extinguished. It is true, an- 
ger sooner inflames a fool, than a man compos- 
ed in his resolutions. But we are not always 
meet with discreet ones ; nor can we 
very well hope it, while we ourselves are other 
wise, in giving the occasion for folly to shew it. 
self! Fools are the greater number: wise men 
are like timber-trees 3 in a wood, here and there 
one. But when we grow bitter to 2 wise Man, 
we are then worst: for, he sees farther inte the 
oflence, and is able to make us feel for it more 
than the other. Laughter should dimple the 
cheek, not furrow the brow. A jest should be 
such, that all should be able to join in the laugh 
= h it occasions ; but if it bear hard upon one 
fthe company, like the crack of « string, it 
makes a stop in the music. Though all have 
no wit to reject the arrow which is aimed at 
them, yet most have memory to retain the of- 
fence. it is but an unhappy wit, which stirs up 
enemies against the owner of it. .A mea May 
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An attorney, in presenting a copy ¢ 
lan auctioneer, not long since, apologize 
jj unfriendly visit, and concluded with bh 
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ing an unpleasant duty to 
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